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Watch Mrs. Rivera’s testimony online:
www.acestudentprograms.com/video-gallery

Dedicated to 
Christ
In a story reminiscent to that of Hannah in I Samuel, 
the mother of Mrs. Rivera made a promise. Mrs. 
Rivera shared at ISC 2017 that “my mom had lost 
every child she had in her womb. That is why when 
she knew she was having another baby .  .  . she 
decided to say a simple prayer. She said, ‘Lord, if you 
allow this baby to be born, it’s going to be yours. I 
give this baby to you.’”
The prayer of her mother was similar to what 
Hannah said in I Samuel 1:11, If thou wilt indeed look 
on the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember 
me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto 
thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto 
the LORD all the days of his life.
Mrs. Rivera credits her upbringing and service in 
Christian education to her mother’s dedication. 
“Thanks to my mom’s prayer . . . I know that the Lord 
allowed me to be born because He had a plan for me.”
Growing up as the daughter of a missionary couple, 
Mrs. Rivera used the A.C.E. curriculum. She later 
attended a college in Puerto Rico. After college, she 
served as a monitor, high school supervisor, and 
principal. She is currently the A.C.E. consultant in 
Puerto Rico.
She said that her salvation was a result of studying 
PACEs. “I studied with the A.C.E. curriculum as a 
homeschool student and also in different schools. It 
was in one of those schools when I was studying my 
PACEs that I received conviction of sin and I received 
Christ in my heart as my Saviour.”
The day-to-day instruction of the PACEs influenced 
her life for eventual service. “Above all the academics 
I learned, nothing has blessed my heart more than 
all the Word of God that was put in my heart. The 
Word of God was put in my heart little by little as a 
treasure. It was the Word that has brought me to this 
day. That Word has kept me in every situation that I 
have had.”
As Samuel was dedicated by his mother, Mrs. Rivera 
has also dedicated her life to serve God.   SM

Dear Christian Educator,
We truly serve an awe-inspiring God. What a joy 
and blessing it is to begin another year serving our 
Lord through homeschooling. How precious is 
your calling to Biblical education for the children.  
So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give 
thee thanks for ever: we will shew forth thy praise to 
all generations. (Psalm 79:13)
Leading children to salvation and training them 
to understand and practice Godly character is 
truly the heart of the ministries of A.C.E. and 
LCA. Through much prayer and the leading of 
our Lord, the PACEs are filled with Scripture and 
ninety of the many character traits of Christ. Let 
me share a testimony received from many parents 
of children who received their education using the 
A.C.E. curriculum and program. “Our children 
graduated with an excellent academic education 
and went on to excel in college. However, what 
was most important to us was the Scripture they 
memorized and the Godly character that was built 
into their lives.” For the LORD is good; his mercy is 
everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.  
(Psalm 100:5)
It is our desire to give you insights that will 
enhance the learning process and shape the heart 
and mind of each child so that he would desire 
to serve the one and only true God. As you read 
this Beacon, may you be encouraged in your  
homeschool ministry. Keep in mind that our Lord is 
also working in your life as you give of yourself to 
the precious lives He has placed in your home. 
It is my prayer that each of us will exalt the Lord 
Jesus Christ and enlarge our vision for His call 
to Christian education. May we seek Him to 
help us Train up a child in the way he should go. 
(Proverbs 22:6a)
Advancing the cause of Christ for the children’s sake,

Esther Howard
President

Used with permission of A.C.E.
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To be trustworthy is a very commendable character trait 
that is pleasing to God. It is building wisdom principles 
that develop a greater confidence in the Lord and give 
others confidence to commit things to our care. A 
great illustration of being trustworthy is Nehemiah. He 
was King Artaxerxes’ cupbearer—a very trustworthy 
position. Nehemiah would taste all food and drink before 
it was given to the king. The king entrusted his life into 
Nehemiah’s hands. 

One year, Nehemiah’s brother came to Persia with a 
report concerning Jerusalem. He told how the city was in 
shambles, the wall was torn down, and the gates had been 
burned with fire. Nehemiah was stricken with sadness. 
He wept, he mourned, and he fasted for many days. 
While doing this, he prayed. A number of his prayers are 
recorded for us. Nehemiah 1:5–11 records his prayer as 
he confessed his sin and the sin of the Jews, which led 
to them being taken into the Babylonian captivity. He 
continued to pray for about four months for God to show 
mercy and give him an answer. 

After this, Nehemiah was before Artaxerxes when the 
king noted that he looked sad, so he asked if he was sick. 
Nehemiah responded that he had sorrow for his home 
in Jerusalem, where the wall, the gates, and the homes 
were in shambles. The king asked Nehemiah if he had a 
request. Nehemiah prayed to God asking what he should 
request. He then asked the king, if thy servant have found 
favour in thy sight, that thou wouldst send me unto Judah . . . 
that I may build it. 

Amazingly, the king granted him his request and gave 
him everything he needed. The building of the walls 

had begun years earlier under Ezra, but because of 
opposition, the work was stopped. At that time, King 
Artaxerxes made a decree that the work be stopped and 
not continued until he authorized it. (Ezra 4:21) The king 
reversed that order and permitted Nehemiah to return 
and build the wall. What changed the heart of the king? It 
was because Nehemiah was found to be trustworthy.

The principles of wisdom had been built into Nehemiah’s 
life as a child. His prayers and dependence upon God 
led him to develop a greater confidence in the Lord 
and gave the king greater confidence to commit things 
to Nehemiah’s care. The king knew he could trust 
Nehemiah and that he was a man of his word. He knew 
he would go, get the job done, and return to continue as  
his cupbearer. 

When Nehemiah went to Jerusalem, the people rallied 
around him and built the wall—completing it in just 
52 days! So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined 
together unto the half thereof: for the PEOPLE HAD A 
MIND TO WORK. (Nehemiah 4:6) Not only had the 
king found Nehemiah to be trustworthy, but the people 
in Jerusalem did as well. 

Trust doesn’t happen overnight—it takes time. While it 
takes time to establish, trust can be broken in an instant. 
It takes several times longer to reestablish trust.

Our prayer ought to be, “Lord, build greater wisdom 
principles into my life so I will have greater confidence 
in You. Help others to have confidence to commit things 
to my care, that I might be pleasing to You. Lord, help 
me to live and preach the glorious Gospel of the blessed 
God, which was committed to my trust. Help me to trust 
in You, Lord, with all my heart and lean not to my own 
understanding, but in all my ways acknowledge You, 
knowing You shall direct my paths.” (Proverbs 3:5, 6)   SM

Character Counts!

Miriam, I need you to take this form to  
the lab right away.

Nurse Loyalton, are you sure it is  
wise to trust such important papers  
to a teenage volunteer?

Yes, Doctor. Miriam Peace is  
a trustworthy young lady. I  
am confident she will do as  
she is asked.

Yes, ma’am.
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The Service Adventure team reported that their 2017 trip 
to Mexico was a success. During the first week, participants 
gathered in Morelos, Mexico, to learn basic skills and work 
together. They also spent time studying God’s Word and 
praying as a team for His will.

After quiet time, they practiced using the tools necessary 
to build student offices at schools in Mexico. They worked 
on team-building exercises that helped them work together 
harmoniously to finish tasks efficiently. In the evenings 
participants shared the Word of God in devotions. Only God 
knows the extent of work accomplished in each heart during  
those times.

During the second week, the teams traveled to their 
appointed places of service. Many tasks were accomplished 
for the schools during this time, such as building scoring 
stations, student offices, and bulletin boards. In addition to 
all the things accomplished by the participants, they took 
time to minister to the students and communities. They 
shared the Gospel to citizens of Mexico through puppet 
shows, Group Bible Speaking, and the Wordless Book. As 
a result, 57 souls claimed Christ as their personal Saviour. 
Each soul that accepted Christ has a higher value than all of 
the tasks at Service Adventure 2017. Only the Lord knows 
the eternal impact of what was accomplished during the trip 
in Mexico.

The 2018 Service Adventure team will be traveling to 
Honduras July 10–24 to minister to schools using the A.C.E. 
curriculum. Please prayerfully consider whether your 
children may benefit from this short-term missions trip. 
They may be among the hundreds of young people who have 
had their lives impacted by Service Adventure.   SM

Accomplishments
•	 11 scoring stations built
•	 169 student offices cut, sanded, and varnished
•	 32 student offices built
•	 16 Learning Center bulletin boards decorated
•	 14 bulletin boards constructed
•	Used student offices repaired
•	A school roof cleaned and repaired
•	A Learning Center painted
•	A church cleaned
•	 Screened-in windows and their frames built

Report: Service Adventure Mexico

Used with permission of A.C.E.
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A distinctive element of the A.C.E. educational program 
is the Student Convention program. Each year, thousands 
of young people from around the world come together 
for regional, national, and the A.C.E. International 
Convention. At each location they meet other Christian 
young people and broaden their horizons. They are 
challenged through the preaching of God’s Word to 
seriously consider the plan that God has for their lives 
and to surrender to His service.

As a parent, you want your child to get a well-rounded 
education. Preparation for Student Convention will help 
him or her discover and cultivate God-given gifts as well 
as be challenged to try new things. A broad range of 
competition areas are available: academics, music, drama, 
art, photography, sewing, and athletics. Students may 
enter individual and group events. The uniqueness of each 
child is emphasized as natural talents rise to the surface.

Help your child choose competition areas that 
both interest him and tap his natural ability. 
Encourage him to try something new, which 
is a good way to discover new areas of interest  
and ability. Be sure to begin early and pay attention to 
dates and guidelines.

Once your child has chosen events, help him plan so 
that he can accomplish his goals. Agree upon deadlines 
for written work. Take a photography outing together. 
Consider sewing or art classes to help your child learn 
new skills. Whatever your child has chosen to do, be his 

biggest fan! He will need lots of encouragement to do his 
very best.

Read through the Student Convention Guidelines with 
your child. To do well in the competition, it is imperative 
that he or she pay close attention to the guidelines and 
rules for each event. If you have questions, visit the 
acestudentprograms.com website. Give encouragement 
and direction on how best to prepare for entering 
categories selected.

Working together on convention projects can be a 
warm bonding time for your family. It will foster open 
communication as your child realizes he and his interests 
are important to you. Children grow up so quickly! As we 
invest in their lives while they are young, we are planting 
seeds that can blossom into ministry opportunities later 
in their lives. Student Convention may be the catapult 
that will launch your children into a life of service to  
the Lord.   SM

Used with permission of A.C.E.

Watch highlights from last year’s ISC rallies. 
Also, get important information regarding 
dates, locations, and guidelines for RSC and 
ISC at www.acestudentprograms.com.

Stir up the gift of God, which is in thee . . . .  
II Timothy 1:6

Unleashing Gifts
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Graduation & Reminders
Graduation packets have been mailed. 
Please contact your advisor if you have not 
received one. The registration deadline for 
graduation is March 31, 2018. 

Graduation will be held on Tuesday, 
June 26, 2018, in Nashville, Tennessee. 

This is a great opportunity to meet your 
academic advisor and the LCA staff as well 
as fellowship with other graduating seniors 
and their families. 

Go to www.lcaed.com for more information 
about graduation.

LCA Reminder Checklist 
☐ Return your signed Academic Projection for all high 

school students. 
☐  Sign (parent and student) and return the letter stating that 

you have read the LCA Student Handbook and will abide by 
LCA policies. 

☐  Reenroll when your academic material for the year 
is complete or upon the one-year anniversary of your 
enrollment, whichever comes first. If you need more time, 
there is a $75 extension fee. 

☐ Go to www.lcaed.com/parentslink to activate your account 
on the Parents’ Link.

Iowa Assessments ™

LCA is pleased to announce that the Iowa Assessments™ online testing will be administered during April  
and the first part of May!

The Iowa Assessments are technically advanced, valid, and reliable assessment tools that can provide the data to 
evaluate and guide your student’s progress toward meeting academic standards. They also provide a means of 
measuring academic growth from year to year. 

Iowa Assessments will be available in the spring to active LCA students in Levels 4–12 for FREE.   
Iowa Assessments must be administered in controlled environments through your academic advisor. This means that 
you need to follow the policies and procedures of administering the test at home as the observer. 

Iowa Assessments are required for all LCA students in Levels 4–12. Please watch for more information in the mail and 
by email as time gets closer. More information is available by contacting your academic advisor, emailing our staff at 
lcaed@aceministries.com, or calling toll-free at 1-866-746-6534.

April Students Testing Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
9–13 Levels 4–8 No Testing 9 a.m.–12 p.m. 

Day 1
9 a.m.–12 p.m. 

Day 2
9 a.m.–12 p.m. 

Day 1
9 a.m.–12 p.m. 

Day 2
16–20 Levels 9–12 No Testing 8 a.m.–12 p.m. 8 a.m.–12 p.m. 8 a.m.–12 p.m. No Testing
23–27 Levels 4–8 No Testing 9 a.m.–12 p.m. 

Day 1
9 a.m.–12 p.m. 

Day 2
9 a.m.–12 p.m. 

Day 1
9 a.m.–12 p.m. 

Day 2
30–May 4 Levels 9–12 No Testing 8 a.m.–12 p.m. 8 a.m.–12 p.m. 8 a.m.–12 p.m. No Testing

International students outside U.S. time zones will need to schedule a test time with their academic advisor.
All times listed are Central Daylight Time.
If you see a conflict in the schedule, please contact your advisor.
You should have already received an email containing training materials for the Iowa Assessments. If you have not received 
this email, please contact your advisor for further instructions.



High School students can 
earn college credit with ACBI.

ACBI Opportunities
For High School Students
Due to A.C.E.’s individualized program, some students fulfill 
graduation requirements early. Accelerated College of the 
Bible International has the perfect solution for these students. 
High school students can take up to three courses for a cost 
of $100 per course, provided they obtain approval from their 
LCA academic advisor.

Call your LCA academic advisor for  
more information.
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