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Delight thyself also in the 
LORD; and he shall give thee 
the desires of thine heart. 
(Psalm 37:4) 

What a joy and privilege it 
is to be used of God to instill 
His Word and character 
traits into the lives of each 
one our Lord has placed 
in our home. For we are his 
workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them. 
(Ephesians 2:10)

Looking forward to the 2017–2018 school 
year, continue to trust in our Heavenly Father 
who provides our every need. It is God that 
girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way 
perfect. (Psalm 18:32)  Remember, He desires to 
continue to use us to make a difference daily 
in the lives of His children. They are your Godly 
heritage—for His purposes and glory!

As you read this Beacon, you will find 
encouragement and concepts to enrich your 
homeschool ministry. You will also learn 
about the Accelerated College of the Bible 
International. It is a distance-learning college 
program that may meet the needs of your 
family. Please plan to take advantage of all the 
informational articles provided for you in this 
publication.

Each one of us needs prayerful discernment 
to minister to those God has placed in our lives. 
It will make our labor lighter and increase our 
effectiveness as we seek His insights in reaching 
our goal of true Biblical education. Call unto 
me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great 
and mighty things, which thou knowest not. 
(Jeremiah 33:3)

A servant of Jesus Christ, for the children’s sake 
and God’s glory,

Esther Howard, D.Litt.
President

From the President
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Announcement: 
Accelerated Christian Education is pleased to 

announce that it is expanding its digital reach. 
While the A.C.E. website and web store have been 
the source of information for countless schools and 
homeschool families, the changing landscape of 
computers, tablets, and cell phones has prompted 
a major overhaul of our web platform. To meet 
these needs, A.C.E. is adding several new websites 
and expanding into other online venues.

Websites
In an effort to provide timely, up-to-date 

information to our customers, A.C.E. is dividing 
its existing website into several smaller ones. This 
will give you separate web addresses to easily 
find the information for which you are looking. 
Staff training, student programs, assessments, 
Lighthouse Christian Academy, and Accelerated 
College of the Bible International (ACBI) will all 
have their own sites and URLs. Navigation tools at 
the top and bottom of each page will allow users 
to easily switch from site to site.

This will help to highlight more segments of 
the programs offered by A.C.E. Events such as 
International Student Convention and Regional 
Student Conventions can be found on the Student 
Programs website.

These sites will also have better accessibility from 
your mobile devices. As the capabilities of cell 
phones and tablet computers have grown in leaps 
and bounds in recent years, people are turning 
to portable devices for information rather than 
traditional desktop computers or laptops. A.C.E.’s 
websites will incorporate this mobile responsive 
framework that allows each site to size down and 
be viewed on a portable device.

Social Media
Creating new websites is not the only venture 

being pursued. A.C.E. has also created a Social 
Media Department. Through social media we can 
offer information on several different platforms, 
such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, 
and Google+. 
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short-term mission trip 

Education Assistant in a foreign country

See how you can make a difference!

www.acestudentprograms.com/ea/about-ea

Web Expansion–A.C.E. Extends Its Digital Presence

Each week this department  
shares posts about staff           
training, upcoming conventions, 
ISC coverage, and          
encouragement for       
educators and students. 
A.C.E. social media platforms 
provide helpful resources.    
Whether you like to read 
tweets, share posts, watch 
videos, or view photos, you 
will find an avenue to connect 
with others who use the A.C.E. 
curriculum and program.  

SM
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Like us on Facebook
@acecurriculum

Retweet us on Twitter
@acecurriculum

Like us on Instagram
@a.c.ecurriculum

Share us on YouTube
ACE School of Tomorrow

 • Follow us on our new social media platforms

We want to serve our LCA family, encourage Christian 
education, and glorify Jesus Christ!

Receive informational updates, promotions, uplifting 
encouragement, and helpful tips by following us! 

4   The Lighthouse Beacon
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ccelerated Christian Education 
Ministries (ACEM) is pleased to 
announce its distance- learning college 

program—Accelerated College of the Bible 
International (ACBI). This one- and two-year 
college program officially launched in January 
and is currently accepting applications. 

The college program was established as 
a result of the number of requests asking 
Accelerated Christian Education for A.C.E.-
trained ministry workers. These requests come 
every year as A.C.E. staff conduct conventions 
across the United States and around the world.

ACBI’s mission reflects its goal of Reaching 
the world for Christ, 
one young person at 
a time. The college 
equips churches and 
parents in the training of their young people 
with a Bible-based academic program and an 
individualized system of learning. ACBI offers 
two programs majoring in Christian education, 
designed to train students for Christian service.

The one-year Certificate of Training in 
Christian Education provides young people 
with skills to work in local church educational 
programs and in mission schools along with 
basic academic courses.

The two-year Associate of Applied Arts in 
Christian Education degree expands the one-
year training program by requiring additional 
Bible, Christian education, and language 
courses. It also requires 
a semester abroad 
in a super vised field 
experience, working with 
c h u rc h  e d u c at i o n a l              
p ro gra m s.

In addition to     
college-level   
courses in Bible, 

language, and academics, ACBI also provides 
experience through practical service programs. 
These include taking part in Supervisors’ 
Training, Service Adventure, and the 
Educational Assistance program. It is through 
the Educational Assistance program that 
students have the opportunity to serve in 
another part of the world and bring all their 
skills and training together. The combination 
of working with several age groups in a 
Learning Center environment, giving Biblical 
instruction, and experiencing life in a different 
culture will help prepare ACBI students as they 
pursue an associates degree.

Through A C B I ,    
students will complete 
newly designed college-
level PACEs from home 

with an ACBI-approved proctor administering 
Tests. These PACEs are tailored to meet the 
educational and spiritual needs of students.

The program is available to high school 
seniors who are enrolled with Lighthouse 
Christian Academy and to recent graduates of 
Quality or Model Status schools using the A.C.E. 
program. Enrolled seniors may be able to start 
earning college credit. Several scholarships are 
available to help with tuition costs.

For information about scholarships, course 
offerings, or to download a catalog, visit  

acem.org.   

Accelerated College of the Bible International: 
Taking your students’ education to the next level

A

Learn more about ACBI:
Mail:  P.O. Box 508 

Hendersonville, TN 

37077-0508

Phone: 615-757-4200

Email:  acbi@acem.org

Website:  acem.org

ACBI = Distance Learning!

SM
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Mr. Rondeau has experienced 
many aspects of Accelerated 
Christian Education over the last 
30 years. In addition to using the 
A.C.E. curriculum for many years 
as a student, Mr. Rondeau also 
graduated with a triple major from 
the International Institute, served 
as a supervisor and principal at 
a school in Massachusetts, and 
is an A.C.E. assistant ministry 
representative for the Northeast 
Region.

“I grew up with Ace and Christi and the PACEs 
and the whole gang, and I understood how it 
was,” Mr. Rondeau said during a rally at the 2016 
International Student Convention. “I have been 
participating in (student) conventions in one way 
or another for about 23 years now.”

From his experiences, Mr. Rondeau said he 
remembers how one particular ISC and a specific 
English PACE helped him to find direction for his 
life.

After receiving training at the International 
Institute, Mr. Rondeau said he wanted to “go back 
home and be a supervisor in a Learning Center.” 
For the last 17 years, he has served in that capacity.

While Mr. Rondeau said he has been called to 
serve on the pastoral staff and in the Christian 
school at his church, he had different aspirations in 
his younger days. As a young teenager, he aspired 
to become a professional basketball player.

“I got a basketball and I dedicated myself to 
practicing basketball all the time,” he said. “Snow, 
rain—it didn’t matter. I’d go outside. I’d shovel 
the snow. I’d play until I couldn’t feel my hands 
anymore. I’d go inside. I’d warm them up. I’d go 
back outside, I’d shoot the basketball some more.”

At the age of 15, Mr. Rondeau began to sense 
that God had a different plan for his life. “Through 
a series of events, God began to get my attention.” 
One of these events was at the 1994 International 
Student Convention in Lafayette, Indiana, at 
Purdue University. “I looked around and my mind 
was blown away when I saw thousands of young 

people all around me. I looked 
around and thought . . . there are 
still some young people who have 
not bent their knee to Baal and 
have said yes to the Lord. I was 
amazed.”

It was at that point that 
Mr. Rondeau began to ask God 
what He wanted him to do. “As 
soon as God got my attention, I 
wanted to get His. So when I heard 
the Lord say, ‘Whom shall I send? 

Who will go for me?’ I said, ‘Hey, here am I, Lord. 
Here am I.’”

Despite his surrendering to the will of God, Mr. 
Rondeau said he didn’t know what direction to go 
next. “I would say, ‘Lord, what do you want me to 
do? You’ve got to tell me. If you don’t tell me what 
to do, how am I going to prepare? How am I going 
to serve you?’”

The answer to his questions came through an 
illustration in an English PACE. “God used Ace and 
Grandpa Virtueson to help me out. I was sitting 
down in my student office going through my 
English PACE (1116), and there in the Wisdom Pac, 
Ace Virtueson is frustrated by the same exact thing 
that I was frustrated with. He did not know what 
God wanted him to do yet. So, Grandpa Virtueson 
said, ‘Here’s what you do: you don’t worry about 
tomorrow. You serve the Lord now, and He’ll show 
you what He wants you to do.’”

“So right there in my office, I bowed my head and 
said, ‘OK, Lord, I’ll stop pestering you and I’ll just 
serve now.’ It wasn’t too much longer that God 
showed me I should go into Christian education.”

Along with his call to ministry, Mr. Rondeau said 
he has had a close bond to A.C.E. “A big part of 
the blessings of my life have been because of 
my connection to the ministry of A.C.E. My wife 
and I are passionate about Christian education.
We have often said that we would sell our house 
and live in a ditch before we would allow our 
children to have an education that was devoid of  
Christ . . . . It’s just a blessing to be able to be a 
part of this ministry.”   

6   The Lighthouse Beacon

Used with permission of A.C.E.

Answering the Call: Here Am I
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Character Counts!
Why is it that one day we’re up and the next day 

we’re down? We’re happy, then sad; we carry a smile 
on our face, and the next day we carry a frown? Too 
often we base our happiness on happenings—what 
is happening in our lives. In I Peter 4:12 we read, 
Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing 
HAPPENED unto you. Notice the word HAPPENED. 
Trials and troubles come and we say, “What is 
happening to me? Why is this coming my way? Why 
am I suffering?”

In I Peter 3:14 we read, But and if ye suffer for 
righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of 
their terror, neither be troubled. But how can we be 
happy in the midst of suffering?

One of the 30 newly added character traits of 
Christ is HAPPY. A.C.E. defines this character trait 
as: Enjoying the satisfaction of life that is in 
harmony with God’s will, plan, and purpose 
for my life. Too often we base our happiness on 
outward circumstances—things that HAPPEN to 
us—rather than on the internal satisfaction that 
our lives are in harmony with God’s will, plan, and 
purpose. Did it ever occur to you that nothing ever 
occurs to God? Your troubles or trials did not 
take God by surprise. God works by design and 
purpose.

Things do not just happen with God. Some trials 
are of our own doing because of poor decisions 
and actions on our part. For whom the Lord loveth 
he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 
receiveth. (Hebrews 12:6) 

Oftentimes God allows certain things to come 
into our lives to purify us and make us more fit for 
the Master’s use—as gold tried in fire. God may 
allow events in our lives to achieve His purposes. 
And we know that all things work together for  
good . . . . (Romans 8:28) For our good and for 
God’s glory! Trials that come into our lives are 
not designed to make us bitter but BETTER! 
Through whatever trials and tribulations that 
come, we can be happy in the Lord when  

we have the satisfaction that our lives are in 
harmony with God’s will, plan, and purpose. 

Notice I Peter 4:13 and 14: But rejoice, inasmuch 
as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when 
his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the name of 
Christ, HAPPY are ye . . . . When you are living for 
God and suffer persecution, trials, and troubles, 
know that Christ also suffered as He went to the 
cross to pay for our sin. When you suffer, you 
suffer with Him.

Through it all you can be HAPPY because your life 
is in harmony with God’s will, plan, and purpose, 
and you can joyfully sing, “Happiness is the Lord!”   

character emphasis

Used with permission of A.C.E.

Happy 
Enjoying the satisfaction of life 
that is in harmony with God’s

will, plan, and purpose for my life

Where there is no vision, the 
people perish: but he that 

keepeth the law, happy is he.
Proverbs 29:18

But and if ye suffer for 
righteousness’ sake,

happy are ye: and be not 
afraid of their terror, neither 

be troubled.
I Peter 3:14

SM
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Accelerated Christian Education (A.C.E.) continues to extend it boundaries into 
different countries. At the birth of this ministry, A.C.E.’s founders did not realize 
how far God was going to use this program around the world. As they assisted 
and encouraged pastors and families to educate students, they began to sow 
seeds of the Gospel through Christian education. Just as in the parable of the 
sower, they faithfully went through open doors and trusted God for the harvest, 
not realizing how much God would multiply their efforts.

God is using A.C.E. to change lives through individualized, Biblically based learning. We covet your prayers 
as we continue to grow and reach more countries. We desire to be found faithful and true to the calling God 
has placed on this ministry.

And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. Galatians 6:9
Each year we continue to hear about new homeschools starting in countries new to our program. Today 

A.C.E. has students learning from the program in more than 140 countries. Pray for us as we continue to 
reach countries that do not necessarily welcome the Gospel. Pray for the leaders that risk their lives to reach 
one child at a time for Christ through Biblical education.   

world watch

PACEs Without BordErs
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