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Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 

things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any 

praise, think on these things. (Philippians 4:8)
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Dear Co-laborer in Christ,
Please join me in praising our Heavenly Father for 
the privilege of serving Him in the ministry of home– 
schooling. May each of us rejoice and give thanks for the 
blessings our God continues to bestow on us and on our 
ministries. As we labor together to reach our children for 
His glory, we are also expressing our gratitude that He 
chose to use us. O magnify the LORD with me, and let us 
exalt his name together. (Psalm 34:3)

Looking forward to finishing this school year and 
beginning another, I am filled with joyful expectations 
of what God has planned for Lighthouse Christian 
Academy (LCA) and Accelerated Christian Education 
(A.C.E.). Please join us in prayer as we continue to seek to 
minister to the children with a Biblically based, character- 
building, individualized learning program. And all thy 
children shall be taught of the LORD; and great shall be the 
peace of thy children. (Isaiah 54:13)

As you review the content of this Beacon, you will find 
information about Accelerated College of the Bible 
International, Operation Lighthouse, and His Servants 
24/7. As you prepare the children God has placed in your 
hands to homeschool, our God will give you wisdom and 
strength for the journey. Let the words of my mouth, and 
the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O 
LORD, my strength, and my redeemer. (Psalm 19:14)

God has been faithful and by His grace, LCA and A.C.E. 
continue to develop and expand their ministries to each 
individual child. May each of us be faithful to pray daily 
as we continue to serve Him. In all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall direct thy paths. (Proverbs 3:6)

Advancing the cause by lighting the world,

Esther Howard 
President

©2019 Accelerated Christian Education Ministries

From Our 
President . . .

2019 LCA Graduation 

Information

Graduation Ceremony Date
May 30, 2019

Location
University of Central Missouri  
Warrensburg, Missouri

Times (Central Daylight Time)

Registration/Reception Opens — 12:45 p.m. 
Union Building Ballroom (Room 238)

Doors Open for Guests — 4:00 p.m.

Ceremony Begins — 4:30 p.m.

Graduation packets have been mailed. Please 
contact your advisor if you have not received 
one.



2               

Behind the scenes at each International Student 
Convention, a group of young people works 
tirelessly to help events run smoothly. They assist 
ISC leadership in many capacities throughout 
the week. These recent graduates set up events, 
oversee booths; judge competitions; serve as 
mascots, ushers, and security; and run errands. 
Regardless of the task, the 24/7 Squad comes 
prepared to serve.

Squad members arrive at ISC prior to registration 
and remain until after the Awards Ceremony. With 
zeal they may work long days. One minute they 
might be unpacking supplies for an event and the 
next they could be called upon to help set up a 
computer.

In addition to helping make ISC successful, the 
volunteers also benefit from the experience. Being 
involved with something bigger than themselves 
is a life-changing experience. Along the way they 
often make new friends and learn leadership skills.

All of the 24/7 Squad members have competed 
as students at ISC in the past and some have 
wanted to return the favor. Some have even 
returned several years in a row. 

Organizers also place an emphasis on spiritual 
growth. Through devotions and the rallies each 
night, the Squad members are presented with many 
Biblical truths to actively engage in their personal 
lives. With their help, 24/7 Squad members help 
make ISC a memorable event for all who attend.

RequiRements
1.  Be at least 18 years of age and have previous 

involvement in International Student 
Convention (ISC).

2.  Be ineligible to compete as students at ISC. 

3.  Must not have responsibilities as sponsors or ac-
companists for any students attending ISC.

4.  Be willing to volunteer their time 24/7 for the 
duration of the Convention in any area.

5.  Be able to arrive at ISC prior to commencement 
of registration and remain until after the Awards 
Ceremony.

6.  Be passionate about the purpose and ministry of 
ISC.

7.  Cover their own transportation expenses.

His Servants: On Call 24/7

Learn more at acestudentprograms.com/247-squad.
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Homeschool Helps
Pitfalls to Avoid: Part 1

He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch 
which he made. Psalm 7:15

The practice of making pitfalls has been an often-used 
method for trapping wild animals and has also been a 
strategy used against enemy soldiers in times of war. 
Sometimes a man, having made such a pit, covered it over 
so completely that he fell into his own trap. Sometimes a 
parent can inadvertently create pitfalls that are hidden and 
whose danger is not easily recognized. Here are six such 
pitfalls you will want to avoid. 

Pitfall #1—Allowing a student to take the PACE 
Test the same day the PACE is turned in. 

Proper procedure—The PACE Test is given to your child 
the next school day at the designated testing table with a 
word of encouragement and prayer. Waiting at least until 
the next day (try to avoid Monday morning testing) before 
allowing the student to take the PACE Test will put the 
information learned into his long-term memory. If the 
learning is only short-term, additional learning gaps may 
be formed.

Pitfall #2—Not requiring your child to repeat failed 
PACEs in their entirety.

Proper procedure—When your child scores below the 
minimum score of 80 percent on the PACE Test, he must 
repeat the entire PACE. Do not permit just a review of the 
PACE before retaking the PACE Test. Allowing shortcuts 
gives him permission to learn only enough to pass the Test. 
Remember, mastery of the material is the goal, not passing 
the PACE Test or earning a field trip. (All reasons for which 
one may be tempted to take a shortcut.) Failure to follow 
the Home Educator’s Manual and LCA Student Handbook 
will create future learning difficulties and perhaps a 
learning gap. Repeating a PACE helps the student realize 
the importance of learning the material thoroughly. (Please 
contact your LCA advisor to have a PACE reissued.) Keep 
the responsibility of learning on the student’s shoulders. 
When issuing the new PACE, increase the goals to allow 
a quick completion, and ask him to score carefully and to 

correct all errors before proceeding. If the student masters 
the material, he will be able to build on it easily in the 
future rather than trying to learn it for the first time along 
with learning the new concept being added.

Pitfall #3—Neglecting to have a child follow the 
recommended procedure for correcting incorrect 
responses on Checkups and Self Tests.

Proper procedure—Students who miss questions on 
Checkups or Self Tests demonstrate a lack of mastery of 
the material. On Checkups your child should find the 
correct answer in that section of the PACE and replace the 
wrong answer with the correct one. Once the student has 
the correct answer to all missed questions, he raises his flag 
for permission to return to the scoring station to rescore 
his work. If the answer is correct, the student circles the 
red “X” placed beside the question when he first scored 
the material, then returns to his office. He thoroughly 
reviews all material in that section, especially questions 
missed, before moving to the next section. For Self Tests 
the student must find the correct answer from the PACE 
and rescore. He should thoroughly review the entire PACE, 
especially questions missed on Checkups and the Self Test, 
before requesting to take the PACE Test. Train your child 
to be honest.

Pitfall #4—Giving your child the answer instead of 
training him to find the answers himself.

Proper procedure—Your responsibility is not to answer 
your child’s questions for him but to ask leading questions to 
determine the nature of the problem, to focus the student’s 
attention on finding the solution, and to guide him to find 
the answer. For a student to become a good learner, you 
must avoid the temptation to be the student’s only source of 
information. In the conventional classroom, the teacher has 
been “the sage on the stage.” The homeschool parent’s role 
is to be “the guide on the side.” The answer is not the most 
important thing—training the student to find the answer is. 
Make sure he reads and understands the directions (have 
him read and state the directions in his own words) and 
knows what reference sources are available. In math, have 



Watch the rallies live May 26–30, 2019. Streaming 
will begin on the web Sunday morning at  
10 a.m., Sunday evening at 5:50 p.m., Monday and 
Tuesday evenings at 6:50 p.m., Wednesday evening 
at 6:20 p.m., and Thursday morning at 8:30 a.m. 
Central Daylight Time. If you miss one of the live 
rallies, visit acestudentprograms.com to view the  
archived webstream. 

ISC Webstreaming

him show his work and check to see that the correct answer 
can be achieved with the work shown (he didn’t just copy 
the answer). If your child comes to depend on you for the 
answers, you fail to train him to be a learner. Two kinds of 
parents are prone to this pitfall.

First, there is the undiscerning parent who fails to 
recognize the specific needs and abilities of a child and 
makes an inaccurate judgment of how to best help him. 
An undiscerning parent may see a student struggling with 
an activity and may intervene too early with suggestions 
like, “Here’s how you do that” or “You don’t have to do that  
activity (or that page); it’s too difficult” and strikes out the 
activity or section with a pen. The student’s opportunity 
to learn problem-solving skills has been short-circuited 
because the parent failed to discern the student’s need to find 
the answer for himself. He inadvertently created gaps for the 
student. Parents must help a child develop critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills—not solve the problems for him! 

Second, there is the distressed parent who lacks 
perseverance to do everything possible to help the child 
succeed academically. The parent knows what needs to be 
done to help a child but becomes busy and reasons—I don’t 
have time to help my child. So he hurriedly answers the 
child with “Here’s the answer” or “Here’s the Score Key—
find the answer.” The parent may be saving his time, but 
he is not helping the child discover answers for himself. 
He may give the answer to one activity only to realize the 
child raises his flag again for the next activity and wants the 
answer. This parent will find that time becomes strained 
due to the child needing constant help. 

“Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach him 
how to fish and he will eat for a lifetime.” SM

Used with permission of A.C.E.
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Character Counts!
UNDERSTANDING is one of the 30 newly added character 

traits to the A.C.E. curriculum. These are character traits 
that need to be instilled into our lives as Believers. A.C.E. 
defines understanding as “possessing God-given discretion 
to comprehend the spiritual truths of Scripture that lead 
me to obey its precepts.” Note the little word—OBEY.  God 
wants us to obey His Word. To do so, we must understand 
the spiritual truths of Scripture He wants us to obey. 
He wants to give us sound discretion and wisdom to 
comprehend and understand these truths so that we can 
obey them.

The New Testament Scripture used for this trait is 
Colossians 1:9: For this cause we also, since the day we heard 
it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might 
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding. The Old Testament Scripture is: 
Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee. 
(Proverbs 2:11)  

The Bible is filled with illustrations of this trait. God told 
Moses to build a Tabernacle in the wilderness where He 
would meet with His people. He gave specific instructions 
for every aspect, including all the furniture. God told 
Moses to appoint Bezaleel and Aholiab because they were 
master craftsmen full of wisdom and understanding. Then 
wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, 
in whom the LORD put wisdom and understanding to 
know how to work all manner of work for the service of the 
sanctuary, according to all that the LORD had commanded. 
(Exodus 36:1) These men were chosen because God had 
given them wisdom and understanding, and they willingly 
obeyed God’s direction.

Solomon provided another illustration. In Gibeon, the 
LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God 

said, Ask what I shall give thee. Solomon responded, Give 
therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy 
people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who 
is able to judge this thy so great a people? And the speech 
pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. And 
God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and 
hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches 
for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast 
asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment; Behold, 
I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a 
wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like 
thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto 
thee. . . . And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding 
exceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that 
is on the sea shore. (I Kings 3:5, 9–12; 4:29) Solomon asked 
for understanding, God gave that to him, and he obeyed 
God.

Daniel illustrated understanding as well. He and his 
friends were of outstanding character; they were Children 
in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in 
all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding 
science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king’s 
palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the 
tongue of the Chaldeans. (Daniel 1:4) God gave wisdom and 
understanding to Daniel that served him well as he obeyed 
God and stood up for what was right. He was promoted to 
a high position in the Babylonian government and served 
under several different kings for over 70 years.

May God give us sound discretion to comprehend the 
spiritual truths of Scripture that will lead us to always 
OBEY the directives of our Lord and do what He tells us 
to do!  SM

This fire reminds me of 
what I read this morning  
in Proverbs 6:27.

“Can a man take fire in his 
bosom, and his clothes not 
be burned?”

I think I understand. That means we  
should “lay aside . . . the sin which  
doth so easily beset us . . . .” 
Hebrews 12:1

Ace, would  
you read that  
for us?

Yes, Racer,  
that is correct. 

Sin is like fire.  
We cannot hold  
onto sin without 
suffering its effects.
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We thank God for the missionaries afar. 
Going to a foreign mission field challenges 
many missionary families. In addition to facing 
numerous obstacles, language barriers, and 
cultural differences, they often have the added 
responsibility of homeschooling their children.

Families like these serve as part of the reason 
Operation Lighthouse (OPL) exists. OPL is 
Accelerated Christian Education Ministries’ (ACEM) 
mission to the missionaries. Lighthouse Christian 
Academy enrolls eligible families who serve 
outside the United States under the guidance of 
U.S. mission boards. 

Missionary families are encouraged with 
assistance, which is a spiritual blessing for their 
children: 

The OPL scholarship has given us an affordable 
way to allow our children to remain with us on 
the field AND to get a quality education. Our kids 
are on their way to having a U.S. diploma, which 
they’ve earned from the comfort of home on the 
other side of the world.—OPL family

Through the blessing of Operation Lighthouse, 
our boys were able to continue using PACEs, and 
their education was a constant in the midst of 
change. The flexibility of the curriculum has also 
allowed our boys to participate more in the ministry 
God has called us to.—OPL family

ACEM continues to Light Our World and serve 
many ministries as they educate students with a 
quality Christian curriculum—One Child at a Time.  

SM
 

World Watch: Operation Lighthouse
Serving Missionaries Overseas
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Accelerated College of the 
Bible International
Take advantage of one of the most flexible college programs 
through distance education. Accelerated College of the Bible 
International (ACBI) is designed to work around your schedule. 
Earn a one-year certificate or a two-year associate’s degree.  
See how ACBI can work for you!

Visit acem.org to learn more about  
these exciting college programs. 

Dr. Dell Johnson 
Academic Dean 

Course Writer/Instructor

Basic Literacy Education Saving Souls®Basic Literacy Education Saving Souls®

Discover how you can help an underprivileged child learn to read, 
write, and study God’s Word.  Make a difference through BLESS! 

For more information visit acestudentprograms.com/about-bless.


